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Media, Communications & Technology

Our firm's media, technology, and telecommunications practice is national in scope and

includes representation of: 

Broadcast companies - radio and television 

Cable television companies 

Newspapers 

Wire services 

Magazines 

Entertainment companies 

Financial institutions 

Internet companies and web-based businesses 

Networks 

New technology companies 

Publishing companies 

Software companies 

Telephone companies 

Trade associations

Our attorneys practice before numerous federal, state, and local courts and regulatory

agencies and routinely participate in rulemaking proceedings, administrative hearings,

licensing proceedings, and compliance activities on behalf of media, telecommunications, and

technology companies and their trade associations. In addition to daily involvement in various

federal and state regulatory agency proceedings, our attorneys regularly litigate issues in

federal and state courts.

Copyright, trademark, and intellectual property law constitute an integral part of our media and

technology practice. We recently secured one of the largest awards for attorney fees ever in a

copyright infringement case.

Our government relations attorneys are involved on a daily basis in representing clients before

federal and state legislative and executive branches of government.
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Transactional representation is a key component of the practice. The firm has been involved in

some of the nation's largest television station acquisitions. We advise clients in the merger,

acquisition and sale of media and technology companies, including advice on securities laws,

formation of the business entity, negotiation of asset purchase and stock purchase

agreements, securing requisite state and federal regulatory approvals, negotiating and drafting

financing and security documents, and closing the transaction. We serve as counsel in some

of the nation's largest media company mergers and acquisitions. We also represent media

companies in franchise negotiations and in their negotiations with networks, financial

companies, and other entities.

Further, our attorneys regularly advise media and technology clients on issues such as: 

Advertising and trade regulations 

Cable franchise agreements 

Cable, satellite, web-streaming, and satellite carriage of television signals 

Copyright and intellectual property 

Digital television 

Equal employment opportunity 

Federal and state political broadcasting rules 

Indecency standards and regulations 

Libel and slander 

Licensing agreements 

Lottery and contest regulations 

Low-power FM radio 

Media ownership 

Network affiliation agreements 

Non-competition agreements, antitrust, and unfair trade practices 

OSHA and FCC radiation regulations 

Privacy, wiretapping, freedom of information issues 

Re-transmission agreements 

Siting of broadcast towers 

Syndicated program exclusivity 
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Telemarketing, open meetings and public records laws 

Television/radio regulation and deregulation 

Tower leasing agreements 

Trade secret agreements 

Trademarks and service marks 

Unfair competition

We represent dozens of public and privately held broadcast, cable television, newspaper and

publishing, telephone, and technology companies and organizations. Our clients have included

some of the nation's most prominent media and technology companies. A list of our firm's

media clients is available upon request.

Publications & Alerts 

If Your Organization Uses Two-Way Radios, You Need to Read This Article. I'm Talking to

You Brothels, Hospitals, Colleges, Broadcasters, Municipalities, Casinos, Mining Companies,

Trucking Lines...

Prior Restraint 2.0: A Framework for Applying Section 230 to Online Journalism

Supreme Court Rocks Campaign Finance Boat

D.C. Court of Appeals Protects Anonymous Speech

Indecency Challenges Proceed Through the Federal Courts 

Seminars & Events 

Brooks Pierce Atttorneys Present at NCAB Annual Convention

Coe Ramsey to Present at ABA Forum on Communications Law Program

Brooks Pierce Attorneys Present at UNC Festival of Legal Learning

Coble Presents at Media Law Conference

Ramsey Presents at Triangle Game Conference

Prak and Coble Speak on Openness in Government

Ramsey and Spainhour Present "Legal Beat: Using Music in Business and Publishing on the

Internet"

Julia Ambrose Presents at Appellate Rules Committee CLE

Establishment of "Wade H. Hargrove Communications Law and Policy Colloquium" at UNC 


